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to the readjustment of the conflicting claims of the rival parties
in the state and the framing of a constitution. But the nature
of this personal ascendency varied. In some rare.cases it took
the form of a constitutional dictatorship. At times the con-
tending factions were fortunate or reasonable enough to come
to an arrangement, and to agree in appointing an individual for
a settlement of their difficulties who bore the title of cuW-
/XI^JT^S. Such an office was held by Pittacus in Mitylene, by
Zaleucus in Locri, and we may even say by Solon in Athens,
for, although nominally sole archon, he was practically dictator.
It was the only constitutional form of despotism in the Greek
world, and is described by Aristotle as an " elective tyranny,"
and as combining the characteristics of monarchy and tyrannis.1
The aesymnete was given a body-guard of sufficient force to
enable him to carry out his work of organisation,2 and, with
respect to the length of his tenure of power, three forms of the
office are described.3 It was held either for life, or for a fixed
term of years, or until certain duties had been performed.4 But
in most cities faction was too intense to admit the recognition
of such a temporary and legitimised despotism. More frequently
the reins of government were seized by a man who constituted
himself champion, of a section of the community, and by its help
rose to be tyrant.

Normal and inevitable as we have seen the development of
tyranny to be, it is yet possible that even in its earliest forms
it was to some extent a conscious imitation of oriental despotism.
At least the word Tvpawos, which cannot be explained as Greek,
seems to have come from Lydia and Phrygia, where it is found
frequently on inscriptions, both as a title and as a proper name.5
The meaning conveyed by the word to the Greek mind, of a
later age was that of a man who wielded an absolute authority,
which was not sanctioned by the ordinances of the state in

1  Arist.   Pol.   iii.   14;   iv.   10 = p.      out in Greece; and there is an instance,
1295 a.    " They are royal in so far as      in  a later period,  of an  aesymnete,
the monarch  rules  according to law      Iphiades of Abydos, who made himself
and over willing subjects;   but  they      despot (Arist.  Pol. v. 6 = p.  1306 a),
are tyrannical in so far as he is des-      In some states, such  as Teos,  Cyme,
potic and rules according to his own      Naxos, and Megara, the title is found
fancy " (Joivett).                                        as that of a standing oillce.

2  ib. iii. 15.                                                c See Bockh's comment on C.I.G.

3  if), iii. 14.                                            n. 3438, where the title is applied to

4  The aesymncsia, though it belongs      Zeus (/car' dirLray^v rov tcvptov rvpdvvov
particularly to this period, never died      Aids Macr^aXar^oO K.r.X.)